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I] Preach'd at the 


5 9 


Cathedral Church 


SALISBURY, 
On the xxviit Day of June MDCCVI. 


BEING T BB 


Day of Thankſpjivin g 


For the great Succeſſes God has given to the 
Arms of Her MaJjesTY and Her Allies 
in Flanders and Spain, @&c. 
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By the Right Reverend Father in G O D, 
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| Deuteronomy IV. Ver. 6, 7, 8. 
Reer therefore and do them, for this is your wiſdom, and 


Jour underſtanding in the ſight of the nations, which .* 


ſhall hear all theſe ſtatutes, and ſay, Surely this great 
mation is awiſe and underſtanding People. 
For what nation is there ſo great, who hath God ſo nigh 
unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that 
we call upon him for? i 
And what nation is there ſo great, that hath ſtatutes and 
judgments ſo righteous, as all this law which I ſet be- 


fore you this day? 


T Hile the Honour of the Nation is 


Tk. gives both Joy and Terror ; while 
our Order and Counſels at home, and our Conduct 
and Courage abroad are ſo Applauded; while our 


Fleets and Armies are fo Critically directed, and do 


Triumph every where, and while the Reign of. our 
Glorious Queen, now but in the Beginning of its 


" 


ſpread ſo far, and carried ſo high, 
that the Name of an Engliſhman 


Fifth Year, does amaze all the World, its Praiſes - 
being Eccho'd from Kingdom to Kingdom; and 


while the Force of a great Alliance is chiefly direct- 


ed by our Counſels, and animated by our "Treaſure, - 


and while every one of our Undertakings is now ſo 


ſignally Bleſſed, that our Succeſſes and Triumphs 


come ſo thick upon us, as if we were in the Reverſe 


of Jab's Condition, that while one Meſſenger is pub- 


| lſhing great and glad 1 idings, another alſo comes 
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from another Quarter, and before he is done, a 
Third and Fourth bring us ſuch a Series and Progreſs 


of Victory and Conquelt, chat when all this is laid 


together, it muſt be acknowledg'd, the Glory of the 


Nation never Shin'd fo Bright, and its Fame was 


never Sounded fo Univerſally in ſo many Parts of the 


World, as at this Day; What are the juſt and pro- 


per Reflections that ought to poſſeſs us, while under 
ſuch a Rapidity of Sfccels, as ſeems to out-do Ima- 
gination or Contrivance ? Are we to give way to the 
vain Boaſtings of National Pride? Are we only to 
look at the Inftruments, and to rejoice in the Effects 
of ſuch a happy Scene, as is now open'd, in a Cam- 
paign that is begun beyond what the Vanity of flat- 
tering Hope could have ſuggeſted, and gives a Pro- 
ſpect of a happy Concluſion of thoſe great Deſigns 
that have been Undertaken with ſo much Juſtice in 
the Cauſe, with ſuch Concert in the Counſels, and 
Execured in ſo ſurprizing a Manner, that we are 
tempted to doubt whether we are awake, or are un- 
der the Deluſions of a Fleaſant Dream? Where is this 
Extaſie of Wonder and Tranſport to carry us? 

Let us Direct it aright, and Improve it as we 
ought: Let us look up to him who is the firſt Mover 
and Author of all thoſe great Things, that are done 
by us and for us; that ſo we may ſay, as Sincerely, as 
Juſtly, ot unto us, ot unto us O Lord, but unto thy 
Name give Glory, for thy Mercy and for thy Truths 


4 pfl. 60. ꝙ 10. Jale: Let us conſider Who is he that leads forth our 
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ſafe and quict at Home, we ice a Froſpect of Plenty 


Armies, and brings us into the ſlrong Cures of our ne- 


mics? And tor what Reaſon and for What Ends, do 
ſo many Bleſſings compaſs us round about; we are 


far 


et 

\ 4 
* 

* 


AY on 
— * N vo © 1 
tx * ä 3 r 
* "Ie 9 2 * pl g _ AE, "bf in e 
F ode i ꝛ˙ 4 hte 2E ERAS RESORT ES e 
* 1 1 5 5 F * 5 r 4 vo: . Y nd N INN 1 
= FOE SF N 9 9 W „ TY LISTS . bg es ata 3 7 * 
85 Ls - rr 33 2 * * 4 12 . 3 10 8 * * 
* 3 7 y * * - 5 * 0 
7% £ 
po 


2 1d 9 


|  Cathedralof Sa R UM, June 27, 1706. 


Kun ; F 
4 9 75 N c £ 4 A CRE "© n & . FLO ä 1 In Ks ates. : p 
3 * 2 FC . 1 „ * 5 * 25 * R " N * £ R ls” os 
1 n . 9 l * con, r e x w 4 a 7 8 
2 * N * „ $a. MES Aer 4 a * . e 
* „ * Won A OF FE EEE — en * 
„ 7 + 6 $ 5 = nh 5 * - * S $ 4 
j +. £504 # . ; * 1 o . 
; 5 
, 1 - * — 
- 


far advanc'd, and we hear promiſing Tidings of a 


happy Project of, making this Iſland to become one 
People: And from every Hand we ſee to what a Pitch 


of Honour God has brought us. So that all the reſt 


of the World looks on with Wonder, and they do 


conclude that we are a great a wiſe and an underſtand- 
Ing People, ; | 


What Wation is there ſo great? Or as ſome render 
the Words, what Great Val ion is there, who hath God 


ſo nigh unto them? Egypt was then the greateſt Nati-. 


on in thoſe Parts; but their Gods could not Deliver 
them, while the God of /-ae/ had with ſignal and 
repeated Judgments broken their Pride, and led forth. 
his People with a Mighty Hand, and Covered, 
Supplied, and Guarded them in the Wilderneſs, in 


which they were then Engaged. Somewhat like this 
appears in our preſent Condition: No Nation can 


reckon up ſo many viſible Characters of Goa's being 


near them as we do all ſee and hear at this Day. No. 
great Nation can Boaſt of any thing like them. If 
there is an Egypt and a Pharaoh near us that was once 
full of Wealth and as full of Idolatry, whoſe Great- 
neſs made all about them either Tremble before 
them, or Submit to them, and whoſe long and great 
Proſperity was to many a Stumbling Block, and to 


all a dark Riddle of Providence; which to the Perfi- 


dy of Injuſt and Cruel Wars, has added a Series of 
new. and unheard of Perſecutions, and is become 
Drunk with the Blood of the Saints, carrying the. 


Bondage of the [/rae/ of God much farther then the 
Egyptians did :- Who tho? they brought them under a 
heavy Slavery, yet did not force them to Worſhip 
their Gods, but ſuffered them to Acknowledge 


the Exod. 83. 
true 
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true God, and to own their deſire to ſerve him. This 
Modern Egypt was become ſo great, that no Strength 
Was thought able to Encounter theirs: But now it 
appears that how great ſoever their Pharoah was, great 
in his Armies and Fleets, great in Counſel and Exe. 
cution, great in his Authority and Treaſure, yet now 

I ſay, it appears that God is not ſonigh unto him as he 

is unto us. Upon the whole matter there are four 

Heads, to which the Meditations that ariſe out of 
there orgs may be redaced,”: . 


I. We are to Conſider the viſible Characters of 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, of prudent Counſels as 
well as right Judgments, that appear in the whole 

Frame of our Religion and Conſtitution, that muſt 
needs ſtrike all who Obſerve them. EC h 


pes ft 1 W Rr 


LE | Fe b 

II. The no leſs viſible Characters of God's a 
Watching over us and Protecting us, and his being. 1 © 
ſo nigh unto as in all thoſe things for which we call upon * 
im; in directing his Creation to ſerve us, in C 
Blaſting the Deſigns, and Infatuating andDefeating the C 


Counſels of our Enemies, and in thoſe glorious Sue- { 
ceſſes, that often, but moſt Signally of late, beyond all t] 
Example, have been the Wonder of the whole b 
World. ee 

N III. The ground of thoſe favourable Providences, Y 
and the happy Aniwers of our Prayers, is our having 0 

that Law, thoſe Statutes and Fudgments which God hath p 

ſet before us, and revealed to us, that are Righteous = 

and Holy, This is the Foundation of God's being fo S 
ke 8 


near us, and of his hearing our Prayers. 
| LY > And 
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_ Cathedralof SARUM, June 27, 1706. 
And IV. The Uſe we ought to make of all this, 


Is to keep thoſe Statutes and Judgments, by which we 
are become ſuch a miſe and under ſtanding People, to 


Preſerve them, to be Led by them, and to infuſe a 
Juſt Sence of them, both in one another, and in all 
round about us, and to ſpread this all we can; to 
reckon, this is our Miſdom and Underſtanding, to ad- 


here to it and to improve it. As to the firſt of theſe, 


if we either conſider the State we find our ſelves now 
in, or compare it with that of other Nations, or if 
we can imagine them capable of Reflecting on the Ser- 
vitude they are under, and the Freedom we are 
brought to, theſe Characters will be ſoon diſcerned. 


Firſt, We are an entire Body within our ſelves,capa- 
ble of judging and ſettling all our own Concerns: We 
are not to ſend to any Foreign Court to receive Di- 


ates from thence, how we are to Think or to Act; 


we are not bound to ſtay according to another's Con- 


ceit, till all other States and Princes agree to ſome 


common Meeting, to deliberate on what relates toour 


ſelves, and ſo to make a ſtop and a full ſtand where 


the Matters of Religion are concerned, or ſeem to 
be fo, and then to Ray till we Conſulr the Oracle, and 


there to enter into all that Management and thoſe 


Intrigues, which thoſe who are yetEntangled with that 
Yoke, feel ſufficiently ; tho? theyhave not the Strength 
of Mind to break through them. We are this hap- 


by Body, that are now intire withia our ſelves: 


hereas we were before in a Lame and Imperfect 


State, had but the half of that Union and Force 
with which we now Act. A bold Frieſt or a cla- 


B morous 
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morous Monk could then threaten, while another 
Court thundred, if we had dared to meddle with 
that which they thought, or at leaſt reſolved to ſay, 
was without our Sphere, and was their Peculiar. 

This is that which makes our Crown Imperial, 

that is our Legiſlation Compleat, not that we are 

free from all Reſtraint: We are under the Laws 

of Nature and thoſe which God has revealed to- 
us: But this is to be Searched. into and Judged 

by our ſelves: And we are accountable in this 

only to God. A high ſpirited Prince roſe up in 

this Nation, and what ever his Motives might be, 
he broke through the Enchantment; he burſt 

thoſe Bonds of Slavery and Superſtition, and re- 

ſtored to the Crown and Nation this piece of 
Natural Liberty; and ſuch as ſee or hear of this, 

tho? leaded with all the Prejudices that Fable and 

Calumny can lay upon it, muſt needs conclude, 
that we are 2 Wiſe and Underſtanding People. 
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A Second Character of this Wiſdom is, that we 
are no more Implicite or Blindfold ia our Religi- 
on, neither to any at Home nor to thoſe Abroad: 
We do not ſhut it up a Secret in a few Hands; in 
Books that are not to be come at, nor in a Wor- 
thip that is not to be Underſtood, but by Per- 
ſons taken into the Confidence. We know our 
Service- is a reaſonable one, and that there is E- 
vidence in our Faith; therefore we have broke 
down the Encloſures within which Divine Mat- 
ters were ſhut, we ſearch the Scriptures and Ex- 
hort all to do it, we claim no Infallibility in our De- 
ciſions, nor any Empire over Peoples Minds or 

| Fs their 
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r their Secrets: We aſſume no other Authority but 
th that of Miniſters and Diſpencers: We vouch our John 5. 39. | 
y, Commiſſion for all that we Teach, and encourage 48s 17. 11. | 
F. you to Examine the Grounds we go on, and the _ - | g 
I, Reaſons we ſet before you, We ſhew an Ho: * 
1 neſty in leading you thus and we call on you, to RR 
78 exert your Wiſdom and Knowledge in ſearching 
0 thoſe Fountains of Truth, that are open to you as 
d well as to us. If ſome abuſe this Liberty, as w 
is W what is there io True and fo Sacred, that can- 1 
n not be Defiled by Men of bold and impure Minds, * 
b yet ſtill it is a Treating of you as becomes Men 
t Born under a freedom of Reaſon and of Will; it 
— is the guiding Men ſutably to thoſe Faculties that : 
* God has Planted in them, and to which he leaves : 
, them, being to judge us by the Uſe we have | 5 
d made of them: To this we leave Men, and aſ- ; 
„ ſume nothing to our ſelves bur that we are his 

' Builgers and your Servants for his ſake. How often 

do thoſe who dare but think freely, look on us as a TS 

e Great and a Wiſe Nation, Who are neither Fetter 4 1 
1 by Superſtition, nor under the Daily Terrours - : | 
; an Inquiſition ; a Hell upon Earth, and a Bon N 
1 age on the Souls and Bodies of Men, beyond all — 
; the former Inventions of Tyranny and Cruelty. 3 
A We have not a Spy on your very Thoughts, to 
r whom all Secrets muſt be told, and in whoſe Di- 
a Qates every one mult Acquieſce, for whatever their 
Notions are, yet in Common Practice, every Prieſt 
; mult be Submitted to and Adored as if he were In- 
x fallible, ſince the People mult take every Thing on . 
* his Word, MS, 18 55 
| „ B 2 Thirdly, | 
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Thirdly, This is not all, we have thrown. off a 


great Bulk that lay on Religion, that made the Nati- 
on Slothful, and kept it Poor; all that Profuſion of 
Wealth with which Churches were Enriched, and in 


which Treaſure was Buried and became Uſeleſs, 


all that Overcharge of Holy-Days, that ſet People 
looſe from Labour, and gave Licenſe to Idleneſs, if 
not to worſe: All thoſe Seats of Wealth and Sloth, 
_ which were the beſt ofthe Kingdom, in which Men- 
lived in Eaſe and Luxury, uſcleſs to the Publick, . 
and tied by Intereſt to a Foreign Dependance; all 
theſe I ſay are now thrown off. Religion is now conſi- 
dered as a Diſcipline to ſubdue our Minds, and as a. 
Rule to govern our Lives. Labour and Induſtry: 
have another Face, every Thing is Improved, and- 


Circulates for a Common Good, It is true that the: 


Service of God is in many Places too much Starved - 
among us; but as this is an Effect of the devouring 
Ravenouſneſs of the Harpies that then neſtled among 
8 God be Thanked that he has put it in the» 
en's Heart to lay down a certain Method, that): 
h the help of ſome time, will effectually free us. 
m this Miſery under which the Practices of Monks, 
with the Favour and Exemptions they had: from: 
Rome, had brought us. 10019065 9 


Fourthly, It appears to all the World how Wiſe- 
we are, in the Calm and Happy Quiet, in which 
all Perſons do live among us, with Relation to Mat- 
ters of Religion ; which has made our Air Cooler 
and our Climate more Temperate. Thoſe Heats are 
generally ſo laid, that even the Incendiaries them- 


ſelves 


Aa an. a. wa. ana 


n 1 
# 2 2 4 wc 9% " 5 * 
N 2 PRs R og * . * 
ped 4. 9 9 45%, 2 * 
: 


N * 
2 " 
I . 9 E N 4 $A ter 4) SO RS Pe * . * e 
2 oy E „ F A e $3 OY F HS N 
+ R . . e RF x =>" ya W R 9 N GOP" * 9 * | * ' - 
— FL F FF 1 * „„ OE „ * » 

” da. 9 . Fed $7 : \ % £ g 3 > 4 > * 42 * 2 Fer ” w- * : 9 * a 

5 : £4 LES — - C1 5 2 5 ; 7 4 TW 6: R 4 N 2 

" 5 4 * - - 4 1 * * 


* * — ” i 1 Fl . 5 . n 2 1 2 34 

. F * 5 * 7 ES "#5. x ol - * 4 ä * * — — — 
F 8 ©-. - ** Fe 3 : 1 : * Ls 3 # 8 

The * a 1 « p N 3 a - 

-- | | :% '&' >: 4. tf E — 

athedral of S AR U, June 27, 7%. 
„ f : . $4 4 4 2 %. 7 4 5 8 
SN SV — wr ac 4% © — — 29 * — 2 a — — * — 3 


n 


ſelves that would raiſe this Blame again, fee little 


a Hope of ſucceding in their Deſigns, of ſetting us on Fi 
1 to Act a Part, in which we have been oftner than 
of once Deluded, fo as to be their Tools, even the E. 
n nemies of our Peace, I ſhould rather ſay of our Reli- 
2 gion, our Queen and cur Nation, yet enjoy that 8 
0. Quiet which they take ſo much Pains to diſturb; but 
if What Meaſures ſoe ver may. be put to reſtrain or re- —_— 
KM gulate this, yet the Mildneſs of our Religion, as well > 
* as of our Government, makes us a Common Sanctu- Z 
75 ary, increaſes Induſtry and Treaſure, and it main- : 

. tains among us a happy Calm, while the reſt of the 

n World is in a Storm, which cannot break in upon. 

2 us, while every one is Eaſy, Safe and Happy; no 

4 Leading out nor Breaking in upon us. How do all. 

wiſe Obſervers ſay, Happy and Wiſe is the People 

il that is in ſuch a Caſe, £4 

; . Fifthly, Our: Conſtitution, ©. as to our Civil and. / 

i Temporal Concerns, may be well brought into the. _ 

: Account, as the Jewiſh Conſtitution was a part = 
|, of the Law given them. In this reſpect we are 1 15 
| alſo the Wonder of the World, ſince we ſeemito - —_— 


be ſettled in the happy mean, between the Level.- 
ling and Confuſion of Popular Governments, and 
the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of Abſolute Ones. We 
made an Experiment that coſt us dear; but that 
convinced all wiſe Men that we are not capable of 
being reduc'd to an Equality: And by another Ex- 
periment, we tried how far we could go in an entire 
truſt to an unlimited one; many ſeem'd weary of; 
their Liberties, they threw up their Charters, and 
put ſo much in a ſingle Power, that if this Error 
: | . WG: .. 
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$ manag'd, in ſlower, 
have been Sacri ficed; 


Hhbut thro' the: 


8 Follies of F „ as well as the Good- 
_—_  -nelyzot God, ut re nos y re. inſtated in our firſt 


_— : eo e but ha ve fi ” Med, as well as eſtabliſh'd 
| it; ſo that now Men are Safe in their Property, Se- 


Kurt in thieib Induſtry, and all are Happy in a well 
= TH '  Balanc'd/ Liberty; Where, yer, Authority has a 
"was 7 reat Str and there is, at preſent, ſuch a bleſſed 
438 | in all the Parts that compoſe our Conſtitu- 


45 tion, that the. Effects this has over all the World are 
Rh Viſible, © Theſe: give our iclves great Cauſe of Joy 
CE at; Home, and as great Cauſe of Wonder to al 


bet Abend, who nl feel, that as we are Conſti- 
1 we ate 4 _ 4nd Under ſanding People. 3 — 


W The Second H. ad propos'd, was to conſider, The 
-  - Niſible Characters of God's watching over, and 


„„ being nigh 72 us in all thoſe things for which 
we call p This may be reduc'd to a Three- 
| foldorder of Fances: _ * 1 


Qing the Creation, ſo that the Inſen-+ 
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1 the Fans 88, ame Sixſcore® Fears ago, 
when. the Greateſt Fleet that the Seas til then bad 
ever carried, was ſent to Conquer us; that” walſi 
bring upon us, a Great, a.well Trained; and à Vitt6: 
rious Army from Flanders, when We Had a mall 
Force at Sea, not able to look them inthe Pace, po fe. 
were yet weaker at Land, fo that we were NR 
out for a Prey; it pleasꝰd God to give ſuch a ie 88 
tion to the Sea and Winds, that this Force could 
never be brought together; 
ded, Shatter'd, and forced to Return in an Inglo- 
1bbus and Ruined State. This was the Work of . 
and in it the Deſigns of our Enemies, for that time, 
were ſo entirely defeated, that they never thought ol f 
returning to them any more. | 
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A Second Inſtance was a Hundred Yearviihet th at, 8 


in a Second Glorious and Happy 88, which we ann 
and it is to be hop'd, will remember long, and: tell 
it to thoſe who come aſter us. Then, es things 2 
were run to ſuch Extremities, that a dangerous Un- 

dertaking, in the moſt dangerous Seaſon of tlie Lear, 
Was thought Neceſſary; we met with a rough be- 
ginning, which our Enemies hop'd had broke the 
Deſign; our Loſs was inconſiderable. A Second At- 
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were ſecured, into ſuch a Srorm, that a Fleet ſent 
againſt us was ſo ſhatter d, by its Force, as to be 
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ſuch a direction of Winds, that changed in the Cri- 


tical Minute as we needed it, and turned, when we 


diſabl'd from further Action for that Scaſon. 


A Third Inſtance was four Year after that, when 


our Enemies were before hand with us in their Pre- 


parations, and were in our Seas before we were ready 
tor them, and hadan Army brought down to pour in 


upon us, when our Force was beyond Seca, ſo that 


we were Naked at Home; then molt of the Month 


of May was, contrary to the Courſe of Scaſons, one 
continued Storm, till ou Fleet was brought together, 


and then we had a glorious Victory, made a vatt De- 
ſtruction of their Strength at Sca, and were, for that 
time, ſecured from the Fears of an Invaſion. 


A Fourth Inſtance, not unlike this, happen'd again, 
Four Years after that, when an Invaſion was de- 
ſigned; but to make it ſure, a black Deſign of an 


Aſſaſſination was ſo ſecretly laid, that no Suſpicion 


was had of the one or the other : Then a great 


Fleet, deſign'd for Cadiz, was kept in Port for want 


of an Eaſt-Wind, a whole Winter; when thoſe 
Winds are almoſt conſtant, the Seaſon ſeemed chang- 


ed; but when it pleas'd God to touch the Hcearts:of 


ſome, who were engaged in that curſed Conſpiracy, 
to Diſcover it, to a Prince who did not, and indeed, 
could not ſuſpect it from another, becauſe he himſelf 


Was not capable of entertaining ſuch a Thought, and 


was not eaſily brought to believe it of others: Then 


ve felt that we had a great Strength at Sea, ready at 
Hand, fixed in our Parts to Secure and Preſerve: us. 
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ſtance, where we have no Place to retreat to, or be 


ſecure in; yet God has led out and brought home 


our Fleets ſafe, and that in the worſt. Seaſons : And 
now of late, when our Enemies who lay near, 
thought to have prevented us, and to compleat their 
Deſigns before our Fleets could come to diſturb or 
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I, ſhall add but One more, which we do now re- EN 
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defeat them; it pleaſed God ſo to blaſt their At- 


tempts, that two Storms retarded them: But when 


all ſeemed near loſt, contrary Winds ſtopt our Fleets 


ſo long, as to give a Great Prince Occaſion to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf with eminent Glory,. and to let thoſe 
about him be brought very near the laſt Extremi- 
ties; by which they felt the Need, as well as the 
Seaſonableneſs of our Aſſiſtance, Then a favourable 
Gale brought on our Fleet, which made theirs give 
way, and broke the whole Deſign ; which we hope 
has turned e in a Progreſs of Victory, ſince 
that time. 


cal Occaſions. Many more might be named. The 
conſtant Succeſs in thoſe frequent Paſſages from 
hence to our Allies, and from them to us, without 
Misfortunes, 1s one continued Bleſſing; 1 
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The Second Sort of Inſtances, in which the Pro- 


vidence of God has in a very eminent manner 
watched over us, is, The Infatuating and Defeating 


the Counſels and Defitns of our Enemies. Among 


many, I ſhall ſingle out a few.” 
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In the, Long and Glorious Reign of Q. Elizabeth, 
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| hus we ſee, that he whom the Seas 
and the Winds obey, has watched over us, and has 
made his Creation ſerve us in many ſignal and criti- 


© 1 
* ” 
14 
. 


_—. . 0 
"> - 7 
7 4 xt 4 
EE r NN a a | 5 8 . 4g? 
- g ; « y : , 5 Fg EE oy £ x x Pee, 25 * r 2 5 2 el * 3 : * : + 3 x; 
* * — 9 
* „* 2 — * I "I 1 2 N 
7 ** * = Y ® 
- Cathearat.o. UM 17 1 8 Ve 
1 <= 7 BY 4 6 9g 0 0 he „ 
is 5 8 * * ” % 4 \ * : 8 * . . a . a 9 * 
= 1 13 4 . q * 


7 y | Bt . . 8 1 — I 
| | ' , * ak 11 n 1 A SSN 
WW a e n WL. 
—ä 1 * ** nnn n RRR «hs CY , 
— — * $ oY * G ws, 1 
3 : 2 — 8 ; 6 * _ — 
- 
—_——_ a 14 
by — . (VETS _ . = ” Co 
* 3 3 ans _ * __ = 


eee 


NH 4a it \ 
＋ 281 5 n 1 
1 n 
+ —* . — * 
2 _ _ 
—— —— — 


We- * 


— —Eñ— — 


* — 
= OS ES. 
1 A. 1 © Ip" ve * I 8 4 4 Hwy 
A by . 
ꝙꝙ—U 2 8 nw. 
— 1 * — og —— ns we 
—— — 


* a : Dove hg — — 
N ene P 


7 5 r 5 * 7 
i ok, EDITS? 3 6.4 , a 
3 7 4 n $13 a, 


1 
— 0 


; A Thanksgiving Sermon in the 


of ſo unheard-of a Contrivance, was fu 


home, and a much ſtronger abroad that favour'g 
her, gave great Cauſe of Fear; our Enemies fell in- 


to ſuch a Courſe of Black Conſpiracies againſt the 


Perſon of that Queen, which, as they were happily 
diſcover d, ſo they forced the Nation and that Queen 
to ſree themſelves from thoſe Dangers, by putting 


her out of the way, who was not only the Occaſion 


of them all, but was drawn in to be concern'd in 
ſome of them: And tho' there ſeems to be a Blemiſh' 
in the fatal Concluſion of the Life of that unhappy 
Princeſs; yet they were moſt to be blamed, who 
never gave over Plotting as long as they had that 


Succellion in proſpect. The Obſtinacy with which! 


the Great Prince, who was then tlie chief Strength 
of that Religion, purſued his Cruelty in the Nei her- 
lands, weaken'd a Force, and diſſipated a Treaſure, 
before which nothing could have ſtood , if it had 
been right applied and well managed. e 

Another of thoſe Inſtances, was the execrable 
Contrivance, and the unaccountable Diſcovery of 
the Gunpowder Plot. They had then a Prince a- 


mong us, that was but too much inclined to truſt 


them, or at leaſt not to provoke them; yet becauſe 
they could not have all at once that they had pro- 
miſed themſelves, they laid the Blackeſt Deſign that 


can be found in Hiſtory: Invention and Poetry can- 


not go beyond it: It was ſo bad, and they were ſo 


little provoked, that nothing of any ſort, much leſs 
ſpected. 


An ill-govern'd Fondneſs of a Siſter to fave a Bro- 
ther, gave the Hint that brought all to light. - This 
raiſed ſuch a Spirit in the Nation, that even the In- 
ſter-it ; it * 


clinations of the Prince conld not nia 
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led a Jealouſy , and inflamed a Zeal, that could not 


be withſtood. ' N 5 
Zy. When God, to puniſh us for our other Sins, 
feft us to a Giddineſs and Fury at home, which broke 
out into a Bloody Rebellion, in which much Blood, 


and that of the beſt fort, Sacred Blood was by a de- 


teſtable and unparallel d Practice fhed ; yet then our 
Enemies were not able to take advantage of thofe 


Diſtractions, to get Footing among us. This had 


been more dreadful, and not fo foon cured :. But the 
Neighbouring Power which was only able to effect 
it, was then in the Management of a ſordid and 
baſe-minded Cardinal, who was amaſſing Wealth to 
himſelf, and therefore would engage in nothing that 
might turn the Treaſure that he was engroſſing, another 
way: So after our Madneſs had only hurt our ſelves, 
it pleaſed God to deliver us from it, to bring us ſo far 
to our Senſes, as to ſee that: we could not arrive at a 
Settlement, but by returning to our Old Foundations, 


and to that happy Conſtitution in which we were c- 


flabliſh'd at our Reformation. So little did our Ene- 


mies ſee or improve their Advantages. - 
Jelly. Thoſe who had deſigned a New Empire, 
had-ſuch a-fatal Aſcendant in our Councils, as to en- 
gage us in a Cauſeleſs and Unjuſt War with our near- 
eſt Neighbours, and our beſt Friends. In the firſt 
opening of that War we had an unſpeakable Advan- 
tage, that was not purſued : It was followed with 
a Train of molt diſmal Calamities ; ſo that we got 
out of the War as poorly, as we begun it unjuſtly. 
As Second War with thoſe Provinces was begun in 
ſuch a manner, as to threaten their utter Ruin; af- 
ter which we muſt have been the next Sacrifice. 
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A Thanksgiving Sermon in the 


But all our Part in it miſcarried, and God raiſed up 
to them a Deliverer, who in another Scene was to 
be ours like wiſe: With that, the Conſternation went 
of, and a new Spirit animated them, and revived a 
State, counted by all then as ſinking and dying, 
Our poor Management, and the Inſatiable Graſpings 
of a cruel Invader, loſt the firſt Advantages, and 


was the occaſion of recovering what ſeemed paſt all 


Hope. 5 

Ftbiy. A fatal Scene was opened among us, when 
a Prince was on the Throne, who was perverted and 
deluded by our Enemies. In Oppoſition to thoſe 
who wiſely apprehended that it was impoſſible our 
Religion could long ſubſiſt, while a Prince engaged 
to deſtroy it wore the Crown, he was born up with 


a Zeal that gave a juſt Title to expect good Returns, 


and a Performance of Promiſes ; yet all ſoon ſaw 
how vain that Hope was; and that tie Enchantments 
of that Religion are too ſtrong to be reſiſted, Then 
what a Succeſſion of weak but violent Councils did 


the whole Nation ſee > They all apprehended the 


diſmal Conſequences of them; perhaps it was too 


ſoon forgot by thoſe, who only apprehended, but 


did not teel them, and wanted that Inſtruction that 
is neceſſary to teach Fools Wiſdom. How ſoon did 
that whole Frame fall to pieces ; and how little of 
true Wiſdom, or ſolid Strength, did there appear, 
when it came to a Struggle? Contempt was poured 
upon Princes, and none of the Men of Might found 


their Hands. Since that time, and moſt eminently 


'of late, the Councils of our Enemies, which were 
formerly but too well laid, and too well con- 
ducted, as all Europe felt, are now as much the 
167 - | POT: Scorn, 
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Scorn, as they were wont to be the Terror of the 
„ oouonrtl ne nin MEA ads 35rerty:; 
| go next to the Third Sort of Inſtances of the 
Extraordinary Direction and Bleſſing that appears in 
our Counſels, and in the Execution of them. 
We are happy at Home in plentiful Seaſons, in 
great Improvements, in a happy Induſtry, and in a 


flouriſhing Trade, which has been growing upon us 


ever ſince the Reformation. Our Soil is cultivated, 
our Numbers are doubled and trebled, our great 
City is even in our time vaſtly increaſed, our Stock, 
our Arable, every thing among us grows. Our 
Plantations like ſo many Nations, are become nu- 
merous and powerful: We are quiet at home, ſafe 
from the: Alarms of War, and by all that appears 
in our way of Living, we ſeem not to feel the great 
Conſumption it makes. The Publick Credit is high 
at Home and Abroad, and we have ſeen in our own 
Time Two ſuch Proofs of the Wealth of the Nati- 
on, that none like them are in Hiſtory. When a 
devouring Fire had burnt down ſuch an Extent of the 
City, then ſo full of Wealth, and in a time of War, 
yet the Loſs of ſo many Millions was ſo ſoon digeſt- 


ed, that in five. Years time all was Rebuilt moſt 


Magnificently: And how ſenſible ſoever this was to 
particular Perſons, the Publick did not fuffer, and 
was not Exhauſted, nor made a Prey by it. But to 
come nearer the preſent: Time; when theEnemies and 
Robbers of the Publick had brought our Coin to ſo 
low a Value, that its Currency could be no longer 


maintained; then, tho engaged in a molt expenſive 


War, we went thro a dangerous, but neceſſary 


. 


I 


1 R 


| Care; and ſaw all the Species ” happily Recvined, 
- Without the leaſt Mutiny or Diſorder : That wert 
beyond all Men's Expectation. e | 


* 3 , 7 ce | 
in the © 


ah. If we conſider the Inſtruments that God 
has raiſed up, we may diſcern ſignal Characters in 
them. That Two Queens ſhould have governed us 
ſo happily, carried on great and long Wars with 
ſuch Conduct and Succeſs; that the one broke the 
Power that was the Terror of that Age, as we hope 


the other ſhall break that which is the Terror of our 
Time; who is now entring on the 57h. Near of Her 


Reign, with a conſtant Courſe of Succeſs and Victo. 
, and without any one conſiderable Misfortune to 
balance it; are to be reckoned among the Miracles 
116. J 23. of Providence. This is the Lord's doing, and it is 
' marvelous in our eyes ; as it will be to all ſucceeding 
Ages, when they read the Hiſtory of the preſent 
—A ine 
© God raiſed up a mighty Deliverer, firſt to the 
Country in which he was Born, and then to us, 
who began his Courſe with all poſſible Difadvanta- 
ges. He had not any one Advantage, but that he 
was deſcended from a Race of Heroes, who are the 
Wonders of Hiſtory. A Series of Misfortunes help- 
ed in reverſe to common Events to raiſe him, to 
ſhew the fixed Intrepidity of his Mind, and a true 
Judgment to recover what ſeemed deſperate. He 
led forth our Armies, he regained Kingdoms, and 
wore out a weak Body in the conſtant Fatigues of 
War and Buſineſs. He bore much Ill Uſage where 
he had leaſt reaſon to expect it. In this there might 
be ſome (and but ſome) Reſtraint, while he lived; 
but upon his Death, it broke out in ſo many in- 
3.4.8 grateful 
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grateful, indecent and baſs Inſtanchs, that one is 
aſhamed to reflect on it, and wiſhes it and be lon- | 
got! But is that poſſible ! Vet he lived to finiſh one 
War, and to lay the Project of another, 
We have now another Glorious Inſtrament of Pro. 

vidence, who ſet out — no great Advantages, and 
was in a few Years fo quickly formed and finiſhed, 
that a happy Preſence of Mind, as well as of Per- 
ſon, a true Judgment, and a calm Courage, has rai- 
er fed him to the greateſt Height that any Subject has 
o. ever grown up to. All are willingly commanded by 
to him: Great Princes and Mighty States ſubmit to his 
Counſels, whom Entire Victories and Glorious Con- 
queſts have diſtinguiſhed in ſo particular a manner, 
ng || that at firſt we were tempted to doubt whether the 
ne; | thing was real, or only the Enchantment of a ſud- 
den Dream : But what Imagination can repreſent 
Things ſo great as what he really performs 2 In 4 


1. whom he has made Arong for himſelf. 

he 3%. A Spirit of exalted = ardent. Courage 
ſeems ſpread through our Armies and Fleets : They 
p- run to Battels with ſo bold an Intrepidity, that we 


chaſe a thouſand. Our Men go to Action as aſſured 
je of Victory, being reſolved to Conquer, or to Die. 
48 A happy Union of ſeveral Nations and different Re- 
of ligions ſeems. fed: No Diſguſt nor Factions are to 
be heard of; and tho the Prudence, the Softneſs, 
it and Dexterity of their great General, * a en 
ſhare in this, yet the Glory af i it is moſt einen 
"x the F % 190 1 275 * God. 
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word, he is one of the Men . 2 4 right hand, 80. PC 19. 


ſeem to be near the State promiſed, That one ſha/ 32. Deut. 30. 
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ſome Priſoners, with other Enſigus 


4 2thly." Signs aid Entire Victories have been ſo 


little known in our Age, that it was thought none of 
theſe ſhould be any more heard of. The Hondur of 
an Action, the cutting off ſome Bodies, the taking 
of Victory, was 
all that we were accuſtomed to hear of; and the 
taking one Town, or two, was reckoned that which 
made a happy Campaign. But now we fee whole 
Armies mowed down, or taken Priſoners; great 


Countries reduced; Towns which have coſt whole 


Campaigns, have not ſtood before us one Week; 


and in many different places at once, Victory and 


Triumph follows us, without the Abatement of any 
one Miſcarriage or Misfortune: That all this has coſt 


ſo little Blood, as well as Time; that a Campaign is 


opened, and in its firſt Scene and Motions, has as 
much Glory as v could have wiſhed for in the end 
of a moſt! ſucceſsful one; theſe are ſtrange Steps, 


% | 


or rather Wonders of Providence. 


5thly. That ſo many Princes ſhould in ſuch re- 
mote Parts feel fo Critical a Deliverance by our 


Means, 4s another Inſtance that challenges our Won- 


der. The Sea was our Element in which we have 


oſten Triumph d: But to ſend a great Army into the 


Heart of Germany; to have a great Strength in Three 
Parts of Spain at once; to ſupport a great Prince in 
Italy, and to pay another Army there; ſeems incre- 


dible. To fave the Empire when it was thireatned 
with a - ſpeedy Revolution; to reſcue Spain from a 


Perfidious Invader, and to reſtore it to the right- 
ful Owner, will appear in Hiſtofy liker the Adven- 


tures of an Imaginary Hero, than the Performance 
of one Nation, and of one Queen; and that in ſo 
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fort actime, and that every thing ſhould >come i 
its :pfoper: Seaſon, when moſt needed, and in the 
greateſt Extremity. All this carries in it ſuch a 
Combination of Bleſſings, that we cannot enough 
celebrate it. We are now convinced at whoſe Door 
it ought to be laid, if every Campaign has not been 
equally Glorious; what was retarded: in one, when 
our Great General met not with the Concurrence he 
had reaſon to expect, was only reſerved to Crown 
another withe a more entire and amazing Glory. 
Thus it appears in how many Inſtances, and of what dif-+- 
ferent ſorts; God has ſhewed how nigh he is to us, and 
how ready he is, not only to hear us, but to prevent 
us with his Bleſſings, What is the reaſon of all this? 
What can we ſay to defend the Juſtice and Wiſdom 
of Providence? Are there Partialities in God : or 
are we ſuch a People as to have a Right to ſuch a 


Diſtinction ? Let us then ſee what Apology. is to be 
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made for ſuch a ſingular Courſe of Bleſſings. This 


leads me to the Third Head I propoſed. . _ 


The Ground of all is our having that Law, and 
thoſe: Statutes and Juagments which God has ſet before 
us, and revealed to us, which are Righteous and Holy. 
1. We Worſhip him without any mixture of Ido- 
latry : Our Temples are no more defiled with Ima- 
es, nor our Altars with Bread-Worſhip, This is 
the Foundation of true Religion; God is 4 Spirit, , 
and will be worſhipped in ſpirit and truth. And tho 


the old Diſpenſation did in many things comply with 


the Infirmities of the Fews, yet in the point of Ido- 
latry, their Religion was pure, and their Worſhip - 


pas undefiled. | Certainly no Relaxation was made 
in this Matter by the ne; yet what was that which 


carried the Name of the Chriſtian Church grown to? 
In ſome Places it ſeemed to have outdone ane 
1 | . . „ 


S. John 23. | 
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| iſm it (elf, in the groſſeſt Objects of Worſhip;: with 
all the Superſtition and Pageantry, I had almoſt ſaid, 
the Magick of the Gentile World. We have none of 
_ thoſe tempting Obiects in view, to debaſe our Ap. 
. prehenſions of God, and to make his Worſhip an 
Opera and Diverſion, rather than a ſerious and ſo. 
lemn Addreſs to God. POL) VEE T, 
2. We acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt the Anointed of 
God, and the Saviour of the World, -and the only 
Mediator between God and Man: We truſt to that 
Mediation, and come unto God only through him, 
with our Praiſes and Prayers; without thinking he 
wants aſſiſtance, and needs a Partnerſhip, to give 
the more force to his Interceſſions. We have no 
Recourſe to Angels or Saints, nor even to his Bleſſed 
Mother. We know he both hears and offers up our 
Prayers, and we reekon we are ſafe and happy in his 
being our Advocate and Interceſſor. In this other 
Branch of Tdolatry, Judaiſin was likewiſe pure; no 
Compliance was then allowed to the Worſhip of 
Baalim, thoſe ſecondary Gods, ſubaltern to the Great 
God, under whoſe Protection the Nations put them- 
 felves. Who could have thought that ſuch a'Cor- 
4 ruption in Worſhip, fo contrary to the Nature of 
1 Things, and the moſt expreſs Doctrines of the 
1 Goſpel, could have broke in upon Chriſtendom 2 Yet 
we know who is the Motber of theſe Fornications ; 
from which God has ſo happily reſcued: us, and 
which gives us a ſure Title to the Interceſſion and 

Protection of the Son of God, e ©; 
3. The State of Religion among us is freed from 
all thoſe Practices that had enervated true Holineſs, 
and thoſe Methods to make Men ſafe in their Sins, 
or to Compound for them; to give an After- game in 
Purgatory, and to put it in a Prieſt's Power _ * 
| olve 


and Proſtitution of Holy Things, which has ſo long 


\ #uſtrufting them, and is our Patience poſſeſſing our 2. Tim. 1.25. 


the Rule of doing to others as we would haue others do to us, a1. S. Luke 
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to Indulge, to break Vows, and to diſſolve Oaths, 
and all the moſt ſacred Ties: In ſhort, to make Men 
in reverſe to the moſt expreſs Declarations made in 
the New. Teſtament of the indiſpenſible Neceſ- 
ſity of true Holineſs, to pay for their Sins, to pur- 
chaſe Licenſes to continue in Sin, and to fancy that 
the enriching a Shrine, a Relique, or a Church, could 
atone for Sin, with all the ſhameful Merchandize 


corrupted Religion. From all this, God in his Mer- 
cy has delivered us; who whatever our Practices may 
be, yet are honeſtly taught, that without Holineſs we ſhall 
F = 1 15506 mk 4s. | 
4. We teach the Duties of Univerſal Love and 
Charity even to Enemies, 'and to thoſe who oppoſe 
themſelves : We will ſtay God's time, in Meekneſs 


ſelves, - We abhor not only Croiſades and Inquiſiti- | 
ons, but even leſſer Severities, as contrary both to | . 


and to that tender Loveand Compaſſion which our Sa- 19: 
viour has in ſo particular a manner recommended to 
us, both by his Example, and in his Doctrine. 
F. In the Wars in which we are now engaged, 
and in the Quarrel that we have eſpouſed, we' are 
ſure Juſtice and Faith, and all that is Sacred among | 1 
Men, are of our ſide. We do not Fight for Glor7 ; = 
or Conqueſt, out of Ambition, Self-Intereſt, or Re- „ 
venge. We ſupport a Prince, or rather a Combina- 


tion of Princes, againſt a Perfidious Breaker of Trea- „ 
ties, and a Deſpiſer of ·Oaths; whom no Ties; no 1 


Faith can bind; who has now for half a Century 
ſpread Death and Deſtruction without, round about 

im, as well as Ruin and Miſery within among his 
own unhappy Subjects. D 2 | Our 


9. Pſ. 1 


144. Pf. 10. 
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yh: ey AUIIES : If mea bold reach of 
Faith and Treaty, colour'd with this Impudent Pre. 


renſion, That he purſues the Spirit of the Treaty, 


tho' he departs from the Words: Since he broke it 
to maintain the Peace of Europe by bringing it all 
under his-own Yoak : We maintain 4 Prince in pur- 
ſuance of 'a long fixed Settlement, and of many Al- 
ſiances oft 'renew'd ; which is. certainly as lawful, 


and as much a Duty in Princes and States, as it is in 


private Perſons, to reſcue Men out of the Hands of 


Robbers. Beſides, that the Defence of Neighbour- 


iog Princes is really the Defence of our ſelves; 
theſe being as Outworks to us, and Allies to. aſſiſt 
us, when in another Turn we may come to need 
their help. So that as our Religion is good, ſo our 
Cauſe is juſt, and we may well look on our Vidto- 
rics as the ſolemn Deciſions of him who fits upon the 
Throne, and judges rigbt. Succeſs. is not always a 
Sign of God's tavouring a Cauſe. It has been long 


on our Enemies ſide : So that alone is not to be ſet 
up. But great Succeſſes in a Juſt War, accompani- 


ed with ſo many Critical Circumſtances, 'may be 
well look'd on as God's anſwering the Appeal that is 
made to him; ſo that we may ſay, Verily there i a 
God that judges in the Earth, and theſe are his righte- 
ous Tudgments. 2 1 41 
The Sum and Concluſion of the whole Matter, is 
the Uſe that we ought to make of all thoſe Signal 
Bleſſings that we have ſo long enjoyed, and that of 
late have been redoubled to us, in ſuch unheard-of 
and amazing Victories. 2 29" | 


1. Let us look vp to God, and rejoice in him; 


who gives ſuch Victories to Kings, and that has deli- 


vered, if not our David, yet the Captain of our 
Hoſts, both from the hurtful Sword, and from ar 
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| Bleſſed be his Name, that it came no nearer; other- 
vuviſe that great Victory had coſt us dear. Let us 


ing of Spirit runs through one ſide; while there is 
of this to God, and humbly bleſs him for it. 


and in ſome reſpect over all theſe Parts of the World: 


'J ealouſy, Slander or Detraction, leſſen thoſe great and 
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and viſible Dangers that came ſo near his Perſon: — 


— 
5 oy 
f * 


not rob God of any part of the Glory due to his 

Name, or aſcribe it too much to the Valour of our 

Men, or the Wiſdom and Courage of thoſe who | Bo FEE 
lead them. This is one of the peculiar Characters of | 
Providence, that it has been often-obſerved, that an . 
Infatuation, a Diſtraction, a Depreſſion and a Sink- | =_ 


Union and Order, wile Counſels and gallant Perfor- 
mances on the other. Let us offer up the Honour 


2. Let us with all grateful Duty, pay juſt Ac- 
knowledgements to Her whom God has ſet over us, 


We do now know, that God helps his Anointed, and 20. Pf. 6. 
hears Her from his holy Heaven. Fer Glory is great 21. Pf 5, 5,8. 
in the Salvation that God has wrought by Her means. 
She puts her truſt in the Lord, and her Enemies feel 
her hand; and we truſt She ſhall' find out thoſe who 
hate her. Can there be any ſuch ! Let us rejoice in 
Her Government, and ſtudy to make it as eaſy to 
Her, as She makes it happy to us. Under Her, let 
all the Returns of Honour and Publick Reſpect be 
put, on the Man whom the Queen delights to ho- 
nour, and whom God has honoured and diſtinguiſh- 
ed in ſo peculiar a manner. Let neither Envy nor 
zuſt Praiſes that all abroad pay him: What Shame, 

if thoſe at home are wanting in this! Let all the 

other Conducters of our Fleets and Armies, have a 

Juſt and grateful Senſe of their Merit and great Ser- " 
vices paid them ; who by their Glorious Performan- - 


ces abroad, give us the Proſpect of Peace and Hap- 
| pineſs 
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cipitation into ſuch a Falſe Peace, as a Treacherous 
Enemy may offer us, as an Artifice to disjoint a 
great Alliance, and an Opiat to lay us aſleep, till he 
can recruit and recover that Force and Treaſure 
which is now fo near exhauſted ; that ſo the Impa- 
tience of thoſe who are uneaſy under an unavoida- 
ble Expence, may not again, as it did Nine Year a- 


go, loſe all our Advantages. We both ſee. what Rea- 


ſon we have to truſt in God, and not to truſt to ſo 
much Perfidy as our Enemies have given ſo many 
Proofs of , till it is out of their power to break 
thro” a ſolid and well-balanc'd Peace; which we are 
ſure will come ſo much both the ſooner and the bet- 
ter, the leſs we are in haſte to procure or meet it : 
And when it comes on ſo juſt and ſo honourable a 
bottom, we may then hope to ſee a Golden Age, in- 
ſtead of an Iron one that we have now gone thro”. 
4thly. Let us ſtudy to maintain Peace and Quiet 
at home, with a Spirit of Univerſal Love, and with 
that Moderation that has been ſo oft recommended 
from the Throne. But, in ſpite both of Duty and 


Decency, how acceptable ſoever a Sound that Word 


has ever carried, and how much ſoever it has been 


always pretended to, even by thoſe who were fur- 


theſt from it; yet ſome have diſcharged their ill 
Humour even on that harmleſs Word. Was it the 
= . worſe 
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5 worſe liked, becauſe it was uſed by that Sacred Per- —_ 
| fon! Let us ſtudy, if it is poſſible, even to gain 1 
4 thoſe, who have given us too much cauſe to think * >  =—_— 
5 they do not rejoice in our Succeſſes. Who knows, if 
| while God: and Man appear to be ſo eminently of our 
z fide, but at laſt even they may become aſhamed of 
4 their Practices, and cured of their Follies. But if 
q theſe are paſt hope, yet while we ought to watch a- 
7 gainſt their Deſigns, let us give them no Advanta- 
: ges. Let all who love the Queen, and who love 
a England, love one another. Let thoſe who divide 
4 from us conſider what they do in keeping up a Di- 
p viſion, that is ſuch a Handle to our Enemies, and 
: gives them ſuch a Colour to infuſe in the Minds of 
4 People too apt to be deluded, dark, ſpiteful, but 
; groundleſs Jealouſies. Let us of the Church ſtudy © 
N to gain them by a Spirit of Eove, and by the _ 
? Strength of Argument, which Men will hear, who ME 
4 cannot be wrought on by Clamour and ill Uſage. | 
k Let us ſtudy to build up our Church, which is the 
; Glory of our Land, and of all Lands; and go on by 
: with the Great Deſigns now on foot, till we make 
25 thoſe aſhamed, who are ſilent as to that which is 
N our true and greateſt Danger, and would fill People 
e with frightful Apprehenſions of Danger, when none 
appears, except what may ariſe from them, and | 
d from that ill Temper with which they endeavour to 5 
g poiſon ſo many) i 
| _ 5thly. In the laſt place, which muſt ſecure all the 
| reſt, let us adhere firmly to our Holy Religion, and 
| walk ſuitably to it. Let Impiety and Prophanenels, Vice | 3 
and Immorality be deteſted and forſaken by us. We — . 


have enjoyed more Temporal Bleſſings ſince the Re- 
formation, than ever we knew ſince we were a Na- 
tion. We were threatned of late in an unhappy 
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| Reign, 
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16 Luk, 2% appear in our Lives, that we are delivered from our 
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Reign, and ſinte by a long War, to ſes it taken from 
us; 4nd let us but think how near we were of late 
to have loſt all, if it had pleaſed God that tlie Sue- 
; ceſſes of this Year had been as great on our Enemies 
fide, as they have been on ours. This may let us 
ſee in how: great a Danger we are, not an imaginary 
one at home, but a real one abroad: But God has 
with a mighty Hand ſtill protected us. Let us then 
ſtudy to walk worthy. of all this Goodneſs: Let it 
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Enemidès, to ſerve God without fear, in holineſs and righ- 
© teouſneſs before him all the days of our life. Let our 
J qy on theſe Occaſions be grave and ſober, ſuch as 
becomes Men and Chriſtians. Let us live more like 
a Nation favoured and bleſſed of God; humbly re- 
joicing in him, paying our Vows to him, and living 
for the future in fuch a Courſe of Virtue and Holt- 
neſs, of Meekneſs and Charity, and of true and ſe- 
rious Piety, that ſo God may ſtill bleſs us, and the 
Queen whom he has ſet over us; that She may be 
bleſs d in all Her Councils and Undertakings ; that 
She may procurr ( do not tiſe the vain Word ſo 
mucli uſed in this Age, give) ſuch a Peace to all 
Europe, as may ſettle the Balance, and ſecure the 
Quiet of the World: And that She may Reign long 
* / and happy,'to finiſh all the good and great Deſigns 
She has for our Church and the whole Nation; by 
vhich the Ignorance of fooliſh Men may be put to 
ſilence. And that we may be Bleſſings to Her es 
She is to us; for this will be our Miſdom aud Un- 
derſtanding in the ſight both of God, and of all Na- 
tions: And this will at laſt bring us to thoſe Regions 
above, Where all is Harmony and Peace, Light and 
Love. ”Thither God of his infinite Mercy bring us, tho 
Teſus Ohriſt our Lord: Ta bin be Glory and Honour for ever, © 
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